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Before attempting, however, to show the point of view
of the Brotherhood of the Holy Sepulchre in this unhappy
quarrel, we must turn to review briefly the relations between
this organization and the Patriarchate of Antioch. Ac-
cording to the native chroniclers this patriarchate remained
independent of Ionian control until the events following the
Catholic schism of 1724. Before the death of Athanasius,
the last of the line of Arab or local patriarchs, he recom-
mended the Holy Synod of Damascus to choose for patri-
arch one Sylvestre, of the Ionian clergy of Constantinople,
who might be able to give dignity and authority to their
weakened cause in the eyes of the Turkish Government, and
also, if possible, to heal the breach. Thus Sylvestre was
elevated to the See of Antioch, by appointment from the
Holy Synod of Constantinople, at the official request of the
Holy Synod at Damascus, who had elected him. This
practice was kept up for one hundred and fifty years with-
out infringement on the real independence of the See of
Antioch. Instead of healing the breach, however, from his
first entry into the see, Sylvestre so antagonized the people
that many followed the seceders into the Greek Catholic
Church, just organized under a rival patriarch.1 His five
successors, one or another, are accused of simony, neglect
of native educational institutions, filling up the bishoprics
with lonians, exploiting the see for the use of their relatives
abroad, intriguing with the Brotherhood of the Holy Sep-
ulchre, and persecuting the Greek Catholics. Summing up,
the indictment declares that instead of realizing the hopes
of the Orthodox, and thus preventing the spread of schism,
these six patriarchs, from 1728 2 to 1850, through their abuse
and cruelty, were the direct means of driving many of the
Orthodox into the fold of the papacy, thus precipitating the
official recognition by the Turkish Government of the Greek
Catholics as members of an independent church.

The line of patriarchs, who besides being lonians were
also members of the Brotherhood of the Holy Sepulchre,
began in 1850. According to custom, the Holy Synod at

1 See page 91.

2 Date of the recognition of Sylvestre by the Porte,